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II.    RESPONSE TO GEPA 417(a)

A.    Goals and Objectives;     During   FY   1983,   the   Department's   principal
objective with  respect to program direction was to develop a legislative
proposal for the program's reauthoMzatlon  (see Section II.D),

In the   area   of   program   operations,    USA   had   the   following   goals   for
the Basic State Grants program, FY 1983:

o Job Development and Job Placement: To Improve the capacity of the
State-Federal vocational rehabilitation program to place disabled per-
sons in employment, especially those who are severely disabled, by
strengthening the job development and job placement phases of the
vocational rehabilitation process, including the establishment of job
placement units in each designated State agency,

o Internal Management Improvement: To improve the Internal management of
RSA by (1) Implementing a new organizational structure; (2) developing
and implementing a formal comprehensive planning process; (3) develop-
ing and Implementing a formal communication system; and (4) Implement-
Ing an agency policy system,

o    Facilities Offering Services for Severely Disabled Individuals:    To 1m-
prove the planning and delivery ofrehabilitation services to disabled
individuals by   increasing   the   effective   use   of   public   and   private
nonprofit rehabilitation facilities.

o ItiRP/IEP Joint Planning: To facilitate joint planning on behalf of
fiandicapped students by enhancing the cooperative linkages between
special education and vocational rehabilitation.

o Deaf-mind Program: To establish a base of information and skills to
improve or expand rehabilitation and Independent living services to
deaf-blind persons.

o Learning Disabled Individuals: To improve the capability of State VR
agencies todeliver services to disabled and multiply handicapped
Individuals who have a specific learning disability.

B.    Progress and Accomplishments:

0 ^authorization.  The Department's reauthoMzatlon proposal was
sent to the Congress 1n March, 1983.

o RSA has undertaken a range of activities to accomplish Its FY 1903
objectives:nnual program and financial
